[The endothelium as the central control site of the coagulation cascade].
Regulation of coagulation by endothelial cells has been the focus of intense studies during recent years. The importance of cellular receptors for coagulation factors leads to a model of the prethrombotic state and perhaps to the possibility of receptor blockade as an anticoagulant therapy. The prethrombotic state is initiated by stimuli such as interleukin 1, Tumor Necrosis Factor, endotoxin, or norepinephrine. These agents shift the steady state of coagulant reactions on the surface of normal anticoagulant active endothelial cells to a prethrombotic surface, capable of initiating coagulation and promoting clot formation. These stimulated endothelial cells have an increased expression of procoagulant and a decreased expression of anticoagulant binding sites for clotting factors.